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Seven members of the European Parliament’s Delegation for Relations with the Arab Peninsula 
are conducting a three-day visit to the Kingdom of Bahrain from 29 April to 1 May 2013. The 
members taking part in the visit are Ms Angelika Niebler (EPP/Germany), Chair of the 
Delegation, Mr Holger Krahmer (ALDE/Germany), Vice-chair, Mr Antonio Cancian (EPP/Italy), 
Mr Ashley Fox (ECR/United Kingdom), Mr Vicente Miguel Garcés Ramón (S&D/Spain), Mr 
Paul Rübig (EPP/Austria) and Mr Jacek Wlosowicz (EFD/Poland).    
 
The Delegation is engaging in an open and frank dialogue on political, economic and cultural 
relations as well as on the human rights situation with the H.M. the King, the Prime minister and 
several government ministers, the Presidents and members of both Chambers of the Bahraini 
Parliament, the Governor of the Central Bank, the Supreme Council for Women, the Bahrain 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the National Institution for Human Rights, political 
societies and representatives of civil society groups and NGOs. The Delegation also follows up 
on the visit of the European Parliament’s Subcommittee on Human Rights of December 2012. 
 
The Delegation  
 

1. Underlines the importance of deepening political, economic and cultural cooperation 
between the EU and Bahrain and the countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC); 
welcomes the planned opening of a EU Delegation in the United Arab Emirates in 2013, 
since this underlines the importance of the whole region for the EU and will strengthen 
cooperation;   

2. Repeats the European Parliament’s call for the conclusion of the free trade agreement 
between the EU and the GCC and stresses the importance of closer cooperation in fields 
such as renewable energy, transport and tourism;   

3. Encourages all political and societal actors in Bahrain to engage in the national 
reconciliation process and welcomes the start of the National Dialogue process in 
Bahrain on 10 February 2013;  

4. Calls on all actors involved in the National Dialogue as well as the Bahraini society as 
whole to support this process and calls on all parties to abstain from violence so as to 
help build a national consensus and mutual confidence; expresses its hope that all 
involved actors will remain committed to the process and looks forward to the adoption 
of concrete measures;  

5. Welcomes the recent nomination of Crown Prince Sheikh Salman bin Hamad al-Khalifa 
as First Deputy Prime Minister;  

6. Emphasizes the need to adopt socio-economic reforms that are tangible for the entire 
population and repeats that a stable economic and social development is key to a stable 
political system and that human rights are key to development;  

7. Underlines the right of the people to freedom of expression and of assembly and the 
importance of pluralism in the media; 

8. Welcomes the active involvement of women in the Bahraini political, economic and 
societal spheres; 



9. Welcomes the steps taken by the Bahraini government to address human rights violations 
and to implement the recommendations of the Bahraini Independent Commission of 
Inquiry (BICI), notably the establishment of an “Ombudsman” and the training of police 
forces; stresses, however, that much remains to be done and encourages the government 
to implement the outstanding recommendations; 

10. Repeats the European Parliament’s calls on the government to demonstrate clemency 
towards peaceful activists and to release all political prisoners and prisoners of 
conscience; underlines the importance of holding those responsible for past violations 
accountable.  
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